Case Study One - Linlithgow Golf Club

Linlithgow Golf Club’s involvement in the management of their wildlife and environment has been underway for a number of years.  One of the pioneers of environmental management of golf courses, the Club have developed a reputation for being able to integrate environmental stewardship with good golf course management.

It began in 1993 when the Course Manager and an interested member began to work closely with the Scottish Golf Course Wildlife Group, and through them the Scottish Wildlife Trust and Scottish Natural Heritage.  Since that time the Club have produced, implemented and reviewed a series of management plans aimed at bringing together course maintenance and conservation practices.  This has been done successfully for the benefit of both golfer and wildlife.

The Club believe that even after this time, which has seen them work with over eleven independent organisations, they are still adapting their management plan in light of new information.  

There is not a great deal of financial resource available for the Club’s environmental programme, but that has not stopped them from continuing to seek ideas as to what they can do, and how they can go about it.  Indeed more recent projects have benefited the Club through cost savings – reducing course maintenance costs and lower fuel bills due to energy savings.

Practical projects that have risen from the conservation plan include tree planting, tree management, hedge creation, pond creation, wetland creation and grassland management.  With each project the Club have had to swot up on the do’s and don’ts to try to make as good a job as possible.  This has been stimulating and has proved to be very worthwhile.

The members response has become positive due to a constant flow of information issued through the clubhouse, accompanied by five years of positive press coverage.  This has resulted in greater understanding when any conservation management takes place on the course, and any habitat creation is seen as a welcome addition to the course.

The integration of environmental issues into course management has been the most important element of the Club’s management planning.  This has not been difficult as most objectives involved in the management plan are entirely the same as for course management.  For example, tree work has been driven by the need to improve certain holes from a golfing point of view, wetland management has helped improve drainage, and hedge creation was driven by the need to replace an ancient fence which is required to keep out neighbouring stock.  Yet all of these are of considerable benefit to the local landscape and wildlife.

The efforts of Linlithgow Golf Club clearly demonstrate that golf course management and good environmental practice can be one and the same thing.

