Case Study Four – Mortonhall Golf Club

Mortonhall Golf Course is renowned for its golfing quality.  The varied landscape, impressive topography and stunning views afforded by its elevated position are all important facets of the playing experience. 

Thanks to sensitive management by greenstaff over the years, Mortonhall Golf Course has also developed and maintained a rich mosaic and diversity of wildlife and habitats, which today co-exist with golf.  About three years ago, Mortonhall Golf Club decided to seek help in ensuring that the natural heritage and landscape which contributed so much to the golfing experience, were conserved for future generations. 
On the advice of the Scottish Golf Course Wildlife Group and the Edinburgh Green Belt Trust the Club convened a small group, including staff and club members, to move things forward. 

Three basic pieces of research were carried out to help establish the present environmental status of the course and identify key objectives and recommendations for future management. These included a Landscape Assessment, Habitat Surveys with a Wildlife Management Plan, funded through the EGBT, and a Golf Management Audit carried out by the Club. It was decided that, given the importance of woodlands on the course, a forestry consultant should be asked to prepare a Woodland Management Plan.

The group was keen to undertake activities which would enthuse and inform the members and promote the club to visitors and the local community.   A number of practical projects have been implemented: 

· If you go down to the woods today……you will see that a lot is going on in the way of woodland management tailored to the needs of different locations.

· A start has been made in partnership with EGBT and Edinburgh Leisure to repairing the 1.7km long boundary wall between Mortonhall and Braid Hills Golf Courses

· A new wildlife pond has been constructed as a key contribution from Mortonhall Golf Club to the Edinburgh Biodiversity Action Plan. Habitat enhancing projects such as grass management and creation of nearby habitat rock piles have been carried out around Elf Loch, the Club’s existing pond. 

· It is planned to produce a master plan to guide the siting of different types of bird and bat box around the course, with hopefully a start to implementation before too long. 

· The smallest but arguably most rewarding project for the Club to date has been the production of its Wildlife Booklet, a pocket sized guide, presented on a hole by hole basis, to help members learn about and enjoy the marvels of nature around their own course. 

· Some wildflower areas have been established and more may be possible.

· Mortonhall Golf Club is also a “Golf Bag” Manager for the Scottish Golf Course Wildlife Initiative, helping to promote environmental management to other clubs in the area.

· In 1998, representatives of Mortonhall Golf Club joined in a community event towards local consultation on access issues.

· Two local primary schools will be coming to Mortonhall Golf Course for an environmental visit.

· Recently participated in the BBC Scotland Radio programme, “Out of Doors” about environmental work on golf courses.

· Future projects also include diversifying scrub habitat and occasional planting on the higher areas of the course to provide landscape interest and additional habitat structure.

There has been no difficulty in the process from the Club’s point of view. Internal communication has been regular and effective, as have links with external advisers.  

There has been a lot of support from the membership, which has been particularly pleasing. This support has enabled the coordinating group to progress positively with projects which will be of considerable golfing benefit.  All greenstaff have been particularly enthusiastic, learning continually  and showing commitment. 

The Club have received the  Scottish Golf Course Wildlife Charter Award, which has been much appreciated as a mark of recognition of the Club’s efforts and commitment.  

The Club feel that:
“The presentation of Mortonhall Golf Course in a manner both suitable and enjoyable for the playing of golf and in as friendly a manner as possible to the environment and to the local wildlife is not proving to be a difficult exercise. 

We believe that apart from the obvious benefits there are many advantages to the Golf Club including cost saving in reduced areas to be cut and less wear and tear on machinery. Identifying areas of rough which do not necessarily have to be cut can, by not cutting, give better definition to the holes themselves. The importance of having areas of rough in front of tees, around the perimeter of the course and where possible between holes to give better definition is appreciated by the members both in the playing of the course and in providing natural habitat for the local wildlife and bird population. It is desirable to use the minimum amount of fertilizer, fungicide and pesticide, and by doing so keeping costs down and consequently giving the golfer the opportunity to see a greater variety of insect and bird life.”

